
Web Soil Survey 1.1 Web Soil Survey 1.1 --
How to Use ItHow to Use It



Web Soil Survey Web Soil Survey ---- purposepurpose

Web application that provides Web application that provides 
producers, agencies, producers, agencies, TSPsTSPs, and , and 
others electronic access to relevant others electronic access to relevant 
soil and related information needed soil and related information needed 
to make use & management decisions to make use & management decisions 
about the landabout the land



Web Soil Survey Web Soil Survey ---- purposepurpose

Provides alternative to traditional Provides alternative to traditional 
hardcopy publicationhardcopy publication
Provides means for quicker delivery Provides means for quicker delivery 
of information of information 

reduce publication backlogreduce publication backlog

Provides electronic access to full soil Provides electronic access to full soil 
survey report content survey report content 
Provides access to most current dataProvides access to most current data



Web Soil Survey Web Soil Survey ---- purposepurpose

Allows customer to get just information Allows customer to get just information 
they want/selectthey want/select

Map units for their geographic area of Map units for their geographic area of 
interest (AOI)interest (AOI)
Information relevant to customerInformation relevant to customer’’s s 
landuse landuse –– e.g. rangeland concernse.g. rangeland concerns



WSS ProductsWSS Products

Soil Map on Ortho backdrop for the Soil Map on Ortho backdrop for the 
AOI from SSURGO (where available)AOI from SSURGO (where available)

Soil Data Mart Tables by AOISoil Data Mart Tables by AOI

Download SSURGO dataDownload SSURGO data



WSS ProductsWSS Products

Standard Soil Survey Manuscripts Standard Soil Survey Manuscripts 
(PDF) for selected survey areas(PDF) for selected survey areas

Text, tables, and maps by Soil Survey Text, tables, and maps by Soil Survey 
Area (SSA)Area (SSA)
As this is data from a snapshot in time, As this is data from a snapshot in time, 
it may not be identical to official data it may not be identical to official data 
presented via interactive parts of WSSpresented via interactive parts of WSS



WSS ProductsWSS Products

Customized Soil Resource Reports Customized Soil Resource Reports 
(PDF) (PDF) 

By AOIBy AOI
Content specifically chosen by userContent specifically chosen by user
Thematic Maps (with tables and text)Thematic Maps (with tables and text)
Different format from Soil Survey Different format from Soil Survey 
ManuscriptsManuscripts



Web Soil Survey Web Soil Survey ---- functionalityfunctionality

Customer can select geographic area Customer can select geographic area 
of interest (AOI) of interest (AOI) 
View soil and thematic maps onlineView soil and thematic maps online
Interact with official soil data on Soil Interact with official soil data on Soil 
Data MartData Mart



Web Soil Survey Web Soil Survey ---- functionalityfunctionality

Access data across SSA boundariesAccess data across SSA boundaries

Provide link to related NRCS Provide link to related NRCS 
information and resource datainformation and resource data

Download dataDownload data

Print on demandPrint on demand



Provide Easy Access to Relevant Provide Easy Access to Relevant 
InformationInformation

CrossCross--Platform Browser SupportPlatform Browser Support

Compatible with newer versions of IE, Compatible with newer versions of IE, 
Netscape, Netscape, MozillaMozilla, , MozillaMozilla FirefoxFirefox and AOL and AOL 
Explorer Explorer 



Target AudienceTarget Audience

General publicGeneral public
Engineers, scientists, and other Engineers, scientists, and other 
specialists in local governmental specialists in local governmental 
agenciesagencies
NRCS (and other governmental NRCS (and other governmental 
agencies) field employees or technical agencies) field employees or technical 
service providersservice providers



WSS 1.1 FunctionalityWSS 1.1 Functionality

Define an area of interestDefine an area of interest
Map, county or SSA choice list, address, latitude and Map, county or SSA choice list, address, latitude and 
longitude, PLSS, or hydrologic unitlongitude, PLSS, or hydrologic unit

For the area of interest:For the area of interest:
Get status about what datasets are availableGet status about what datasets are available

Display a soil mapDisplay a soil map
Display thematic maps from Web SDVDisplay thematic maps from Web SDV
View PDF manuscript w/selected map sheetsView PDF manuscript w/selected map sheets
Limited print capabilityLimited print capability



WSS 1.1 FunctionalityWSS 1.1 Functionality

Access ecological sites descriptions Access ecological sites descriptions 
applicable to AOIapplicable to AOI



Pathway through WSSPathway through WSS

Define area of interest Define area of interest –– you you mustmust
specifically set the AOI before you can specifically set the AOI before you can 
view any maps or reportsview any maps or reports
View Soil Map View Soil Map –– if available for AOIif available for AOI
Browse/Explore soil and related Browse/Explore soil and related 
informationinformation

Generate thematic mapsGenerate thematic maps
Access Soil Data Mart data tablesAccess Soil Data Mart data tables

Print/download the selected map or reportPrint/download the selected map or report



WSS 1.1 Opening ScreenWSS 1.1 Opening Screen



Start WSSStart WSS



New Look and FeelNew Look and Feel

••Choose Choose ““SoilsSoils”” or or ““WindowsWindows”” color schemes.color schemes.
••View View PDFsPDFs and links in the same browser window as WSS.and links in the same browser window as WSS.



Select Other Geographic AreasSelect Other Geographic Areas



How to Get Online HelpHow to Get Online Help

Click on Help or a Click on Help or a ““??”” for online help.for online help.



More ways to get HelpMore ways to get Help

Click on Click on ““Contact UsContact Us””..



View Map at Full Screen WidthView Map at Full Screen Width



Floating WindowsFloating Windows

You can move the Legend and Layers windows around wherever you want.



Explicitly clear the AOIExplicitly clear the AOI



Latitude and LongitudeLatitude and Longitude

Zoom to an area using 
latitude and longitude 
coordinates in the Quick 
Navigation panel.

For an area in within the 
continental U.S., enter a 
negative decimal degree 
in longitude.



PLSS (Township and Range)PLSS (Township and Range)

Zoom to an area 
using PLSS (Township 
and Range) in the 
Quick Navigation 
Panel, and view the 
Township and Range 
data layer.

View Meridian Map, 
where applicable.



Map ScaleMap Scale

Use the map scale feature to see the scale you’ve zoomed to 
and to change to a different map scale.



Identify ToolIdentify Tool

•Highlight the layer, then click the identify tool.  See the Attribute 
Value for information on the layer.
•Sticky cursor identifies the point you clicked with the Identify and 
Data Available map tool.
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Area of InterestArea of Interest
FeaturesFeatures

Navigate to an AOI using basic map Navigate to an AOI using basic map 
navigation themesnavigation themes

TransportationTransportation

Ortho photoOrtho photo

HydrographyHydrography

Political featuresPolitical features

Use Zoom in/out tools availableUse Zoom in/out tools available



Area of InterestArea of Interest
Features, cont.Features, cont.

Define an AOI by drawing a polygon on Define an AOI by drawing a polygon on 
a map a map –– expanding rectangle or digitize expanding rectangle or digitize 
multimulti--sided polygonsided polygon

Select or navigate to an AOI using Select or navigate to an AOI using 
““Quick NavigationQuick Navigation””: : 

Soil Survey AreaSoil Survey Area
CountyCounty
AddressAddress



Area of InterestArea of Interest
Features, cont.Features, cont.

Display datasets available for AOIDisplay datasets available for AOI
Soil report data Soil report data –– from Soil Data Martfrom Soil Data Mart
Soil map data Soil map data –– from Soil Data Martfrom Soil Data Mart
Soil Survey Publication Soil Survey Publication –– traditional soil survey traditional soil survey 
reportreport

PDF manuscriptPDF manuscript
PDF mapsPDF maps

Name your AOI, if desiredName your AOI, if desired



Define AOI Define AOI 

Zoom
DrawSelect



Navigate to AOI by AddressNavigate to AOI by Address



View by AddressView by Address



Navigate to AOI by CountyNavigate to AOI by County



Select AOI by Survey AreaSelect AOI by Survey Area



Select AOI Select AOI 
by Latitude and Longitudeby Latitude and Longitude

For an area in within For an area in within 
the continental U.S., the continental U.S., 
enter a negative enter a negative 
decimal degree in decimal degree in 
longitude.longitude.



Set AOI by PLSS (Township and Range)Set AOI by PLSS (Township and Range)



Zoom InZoom In



Set AOI Set AOI –– draw rectangledraw rectangle



Selected AOISelected AOI



Set AOISet AOI

Remember Remember -- you must specifically set the you must specifically set the 
AOI before proceeding to view any maps AOI before proceeding to view any maps 
or data.or data.

Use one of the AOI buttons on toolbarUse one of the AOI buttons on toolbar
Select the area by choosing a Soil Survey Select the area by choosing a Soil Survey 
Area, then clicking the Set AOI button.Area, then clicking the Set AOI button.

This option will be available for other selection This option will be available for other selection 
criteria in the future.criteria in the future.



AOI Interactive Map AOI Interactive Map -- HelpHelp



View Soil MapView Soil Map



Soil MapSoil Map

Click on “Create Printable Document” to view, save or print data as PDF



Explore Soil InformationExplore Soil Information



Soil Data Explorer FeaturesSoil Data Explorer Features

Filter the soil information by land use Filter the soil information by land use 
categorycategory

Learn the terminology and concepts of Learn the terminology and concepts of 
soils and specific land usessoils and specific land uses

View interpretive soil data and soil View interpretive soil data and soil 
properties in the form of thematic maps, properties in the form of thematic maps, 
tables, and text descriptiontables, and text description

Access ecological site informationAccess ecological site information

Print maps and reportsPrint maps and reports



Soil Data Explorer Soil Data Explorer -- HelpHelp



Soil Data Explorer Soil Data Explorer -- IntroIntro



Suitabilities and LimitationsSuitabilities and Limitations



Display Interpretive MapDisplay Interpretive Map



Summary ReportSummary Report



Interpretation DescriptionInterpretation Description
and Rating Optionsand Rating Options



Soil Properties and QualitiesSoil Properties and Qualities



Select Property or QualitySelect Property or Quality



Display ResultsDisplay Results





Change Land UsesChange Land Uses

List changes 
according to 
land use

Tabs
change



Intro to RangelandIntro to Rangeland



Ecological Site Name MapEcological Site Name Map



Ecological Site AssessmentEcological Site Assessment



Soil Data Mart ReportsSoil Data Mart Reports



Soil Data Mart ReportsSoil Data Mart Reports



View Soil Survey PublicationsView Soil Survey Publications
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